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Catholic University 
2025 Catholic Priest Re-interview Survey 

 
INTRO1      Welcome to the Gallup-Catholic University National Survey of Catholic Priests.  
 
Gallup is conducting an important study in partnership with The Catholic University of America to learn 
more about your well-being and pastoral priorities as a priest, and if anything has changed since the 2022 
survey. Your participation is essential to achieving this important mission.  
 
This survey takes about 10 minutes to complete. You may do so in more than one sitting if you like. 
Gallup will send you a $10 gift card via email as a token of appreciation for your participation upon 
completion. 
 
Your participation in this survey is voluntary and your responses are confidential. You may choose not to 
answer any survey question for any reason and you may decide not to complete the survey at any time.  
 
This is academic research and any personally identifiable information will only be seen by the Gallup 
study research team and the Catholic University research team for the purposes of the study described 
above. Only your individual responses and no personally identifying information about you or your 
diocese will be disclosed in any study results shared with the Catholic University of America researchers. 
Your information will not be sold, nor will it be used for any other purpose. Your identity will not be 
disclosed in any findings disseminated from this study. Your responses from this survey will be combined 
with your responses from your 2022 survey responses to create an expanded dataset for researchers to 
study. Results from this survey, in aggregate form only, may be released publicly in reports and in 
academic publications.  
 
Gallup will not release any of your personal information without your consent.  
 
Please contact galluppoll@gallupmail.com with any questions.   
 
We thank you for taking the time to take this survey and for helping us to better understand the 
experiences of our priests today. 
  
CONSENT1  
C1. Do you agree to participate in the current study? 
 
 Programmer: Require response 
 
 1 Yes 
 2 No  
 
[metadata capture: browser type, time of day, etc.] 
 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
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INTRO2 
 
We would like to ask you a series of questions about yourself, your bishop or major superior and the state 
of priests and the priesthood in general. Some questions may seem personally inapplicable to you; please 
just answer each one to the best of your ability.  
 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
SCREENER 
 
S1. To ensure we have the correct information, can you please confirm that you are 

[INSERT NAME FROM SAMPLE]?           
  

1 Yes 
 2 No 
 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
PSTATUS. Status as Diocesan or Religious priest 
1. Which of the following characterizes your situation? 

 
1 Diocesan priest 
2 Religious priest 

 
2. Are you affiliated with [IF ‘1’ IN Q1: the INSERT ”DIO_NAME” FROM SAMPLE / IF ‘2’ 

IN Q1: the INSERT "R_ORDER_NAME” “R_ORDER” FROM SAMPLE religious order]? 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 

 
[IF ‘2’ IN Q.2, ASK Q.2A; OTHERWISE SKIP TO TEXT BEFORE Q.3] 

2A. With which [IF ‘1’ IN Q1: diocese / IF ‘2’ IN Q.1: religious order] are you currently affiliated? 

 INSERT TEXT BOX 
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--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
WELLBEING 

We would like to ask you a series of questions about your life. 
 
FLOURISH. Harvard Flourishing Index  
 
3. Overall, how satisfied are you with life as a whole these days?  

 
0 Not satisfied at all  
12 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10  Completely satisfied 

 
Programmer: DISPLAY Q.4-12 IN RANDOM ORDER 
Programmer: DISPLAY Q.3 AND NEXT FOUR SELECTED QUESTIONS ON ONE SCREEN, 
THEN THE NEXT FIVE SELECTED QUESTIONS ON THE NEXT SCREEN 
 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
4. In general, how happy or unhappy do you usually feel?  

 
0 Extremely unhappy 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 Extremely happy 
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5. In general, how would you rate your physical health? 
 
0  Poor 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10  Excellent 

 
6.  How would you rate your overall mental health?  
 

0  Poor 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10  Excellent 

 
7. Overall, to what extent do you feel the things you do in your life are worthwhile? 

 
0  Not at all worthwhile 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10  Completely worthwhile 
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8. I understand my purpose in life. 
 

0 Strongly disagree 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 Strongly agree 

 
9. I always act to promote good in all circumstances, even in difficult and challenging 

situations. 
 

0 Not true of me 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 Completely true of me 

 
10. I am always able to give up some happiness now for greater happiness later. 
 

0 Not true of me 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 Completely true of me 
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11. I am content with my friendships and relationships. 
 

0 Strongly disagree 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 Strongly agree 

 
12. My relationships are as satisfying as I would want them to be. 
 

0 Strongly disagree 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 Strongly agree 
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--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
12A. DISPLAY IF Q1=1: On the whole, my diocese is flourishing. 

DISPLAY IF Q1=2 On the whole, my religious order/institute is flourishing. 
 

0 Strongly disagree 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 Strongly agree 

 
13. NOT ASKED  
14. NOT ASKED  
15. NOT ASKED  
 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
MORALE 

In the next set of questions, we would like to learn about you as a priest in your diocese or 
religious community. 
 
MORALE. Morale as a priest. 
Please indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with each of the following 
statements:  
 
PROGRAMMER: DISPLAY Q.16-22 IN RANDOM ORDER AS APPROPRIATE 
 
16. My morale as a priest is good.  
 

1 Strongly agree 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Strongly disagree  
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17. NOT ASKED  
18. NOT ASKED 
19. NOT ASKED  
20. NOT ASKED  
 
21. I am expected to do too many things that go beyond my calling as a priest. 
 

1 Strongly agree 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Strongly disagree  

 
22. I am thinking of leaving [IF ‘1’ IN Q.1, DISPLAY: the priesthood / IF ‘2’ IN Q.1, 

DISPLAY: religious life]. 
 

1 Strongly agree 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Strongly disagree  
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--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
DISTRESS. Psychological distress 
23. During the past 30 days, about how often did you feel each of the following? 
 

1 All of the time 
2 Most of the time 
3 Some of the time 
4 A little of the time 
5 None of the time 
 
PROGRAMMER: DISPLAY A-H IN RANDOM ORDER 
 
A. Joyful 
B. Nervous 
C. Hopeless 
D. A sense of wonder 
E. Restless or fidgety 
F. So depressed that nothing could cheer you up 
G. That everything was an effort 
H. Worthless 

 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
CONFIDENCE IN LEADERSHIP 

[IF ‘1’ IN Q.1, DISPLAY: In the following section, we would like to ask you about your opinions of 
your bishop and U.S. bishops more generally.] 

[IF ‘1’ IN Q.2, DISPLAY: In the following section, we would like to ask you about your opinions of 
your bishop and major superior, as well as bishops and major superiors more generally.] 
 
BISHOP. Confidence in bishop’s leadership.  
24. How much confidence do you, yourself, have in the decision-making and leadership of 

your diocesan bishop? 
 

1 A great deal 
2 Quite a lot 
3 Some 
4 Very little 
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PROGRAMMER: DISPLAY Q.25 IF Q.1=2 
INSTLDRS.  
25. How much confidence do you, yourself, have in the decision-making and leadership of 

the superiors of your religious order/institute? 
 

1 A great deal 
2 Quite a lot 
3 Some 
4 Very little 

 
BISHOPG. Confidence in bishops’ leadership in general.  
26. How much confidence do you, yourself, have in the decision-making and leadership of 

U.S. bishops in general? 
 

1 A great deal 
2 Quite a lot 
3 Some 
4 Very little 

 
27. NOT ASKED  
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--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
BISHOPREL. Relationship with bishop/ms.  
For the next questions, please reflect upon your relationship with your [IF ‘1’ IN Q.1, 
DISPLAY: bishop / IF ‘2’ IN Q.1, DISPLAY: major superior]  
 
28A. When it comes to matters of theology, my [IF ‘1’ IN Q.1, DISPLAY: bishop / IF ‘2’ IN Q.1, 
DISPLAY: major superior] tends to be – 

 
1 Much more progressive on theology than I am 
2 Somewhat more progressive on theology than I am 
3 Similar to me 
4 Somewhat more conservative on theology than I am 
5 Much more conservative on theology than I am 
 

28B.  When it comes to political matters, my [IF ‘1’ IN Q.1, DISPLAY: bishop / IF ‘2’ IN Q.1, 
DISPLAY: major superior] tends to be – 
 
1 Much more progressive politically than I am 
2 Somewhat more progressive politically than I am 
3 Similar to me 
4 Somewhat more conservative politically than I am 
5 Much more conservative politically than I am 

 
28. NOT ASKED  
  
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
29-1.  Please indicate the extent to which you agree with the following statements, 
 

1 Strongly agree 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Strongly disagree  

 
A. I feel that my [IF ‘1’ IN Q.1, DISPLAY: bishop / IF ‘2’ IN Q.1, DISPLAY: major superior] 
cares about me  
B. I can reach my [IF ‘1’ IN Q.1, DISPLAY: bishop / IF ‘2’ IN Q.1, DISPLAY: major 
superior] if I need to talk to him 
C. My relationship with my [IF ‘1’ IN Q.1, DISPLAY: bishop / IF ‘2’ IN Q.1, DISPLAY: 

major superior] has improved over the past couple of years 
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29. NOT ASKED  
 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
LONELINESS. Loneliness 

 
30-1. How often do you feel that you lack companionship? 
 
 1 Hardly ever 
 2 Some of the time 
 3 Often 
 
31-1. How often do you feel left out? 
 
 1 Hardly ever 
 2 Some of the time 
 3 Often 
 
32-1. How often do you feel isolated from others? 
 
 1 Hardly ever 
 2 Some of the time 
 3 Often 
 
30. NOT ASKED  
31. NOT ASKED  
32.  NOT ASKED  
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--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 

MHEALTH. Mental Health and Relationships 
 
33-1 Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with the following statements.  
  

1 Agree 
 0 Disagree 
 

A. I have access to mental health counseling if I want it 
B. I am currently receiving treatment or therapy for a mental health condition 
C. My relationship with other priests tends to be superficial  
D. I have a close friendship with at least one other priest 
 

33. NOT ASKED   
 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
CPRIORITIES. Priority Issues for the Church 
 
34-1. Please indicate whether you think it is important for the Church in America to prioritize 

addressing each of the following.  
 
 [DISPLAY A-N IN RANDOM ORDER] 
 
 1 Yes 
 2 No 
 3 Not sure 
 

A. Pro-life issues (beginning or end of life) 
B. Climate change / ecology 
C. Evangelization 
D. Family formation / marriage preparation 
E. Hispanic / Spanish language ministry 
F. Immigration / refugee assistance 
G. LGBTQ community 
H. Poverty / homelessness / food insecurity 
I. Eucharistic devotion 
J. Access to Traditional Latin Mass (TLM) 
K. Racism 
L. Social justice 
M. Synodality 
N. Youth and Young adult ministry 

 
34. NOT ASKED   
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--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------  
SYNVIEWS. General attitudes on the synod 
 
35-1.  Please indicate the extent to which you agree with the following statements about the Synod on 

Synodality.  
 

[DISPLAY A-C IN RANDOM ORDER] 
 

1 Strongly agree 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Strongly disagree  

 
A. The Synod on Synodality was a waste of time 
B. I felt fully included in the synod process 
C. The synodal process was helpful for my ministry 

 
35. NOT ASKED   

--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------  
WOMEN. Women’s influence in the Church 
 
36-1. How much influence do you think women have in the Catholic Church?  
 

1 Women have too much influence in the Catholic Church 
2 Women do not have enough influence in the Catholic Church 
3 Women have about the right amount of influence in the Catholic Church 

 
36. NOT ASKED  
37. NOT ASKED   
38. NOT ASKED  
39. NOT ASKED 
40. NOT ASKED  
41. NOT ASKED   
42. NOT ASKED   
43. NOT ASKED   
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44. NOT ASKED  
45. NOT ASKED  
46. NOT ASKED  
47. NOT ASKED   
48. NOT ASKED  
49. NOT ASKED   
50. NOT ASKED  
51. NOT ASKED  
 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
PRAY. Prayer 
52. How much time do you typically spend in private prayer daily? 
 
 1 0-15 minutes  

2 16-30 minutes  
3 31-60 minutes 
4 More than 60 minutes 
 

--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
BURNOUT. Burnout in ministry  
53. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements?  
 

1 Strongly agree 
2 Agree 
3 Neither agree nor disagree 
4 Disagree 
5 Strongly disagree  
 
PROGRAMMER: DISPLAY A-C IN RANDOM ORDER 
 
A.  It happens more and more often that I talk about my ministry work in a negative way. 
B. During my ministry work, I often feel emotionally drained. 
C. I usually feel worn out and weary after my ministry work. 
 

  



 

16 
 

--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
POSITION  
54-1.      What is your current position? Select all that apply  
  

1 Pastor 
2 Assistant Pastor or Parochial Vicar  
3 Full-time diocesan or religious community administration  
4 Religious community-assigned apostolate  
5 Chaplain 
6 Retired 
7 Other 

 
[IF ‘1-2’ IN Q54-1, CONTINUE; OTHERWISE SKIP TO TEXT BEFORE Q63] 
 
54. NOT ASKED  

 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
PSIZE. Parish size 
55-1. Approximately how many households attend your parish?  
 

1 Under 1000 
2 1000-3000 
3 More than 3000 

 
PSES. Parish SES 
56-1. How would you describe the general socioeconomic level of your parish? 

 
1 Low-income parish 
2 Mixed-income or middle-income parish 
3 High-income parish 

 
55. NOT ASKED  
56. NOT ASKED  
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--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
57. NOT ASKED  
 
MINISTRIES. Ministries 
57-1. Please indicate whether your parish has a dedicated ministry for any of the following issues  
 

(Select all that apply) 
 

1 Pro-Life issues 
2 Climate change / ecology 
3 Evangelization 
4 Food distribution 
5 Hispanic / Spanish language ministry 
6 Homebound ministry 
7 Homelessness 
8 Immigration/refugee assistance 
9 LGBTQ 
10 People with disabilities 
11 Social justice 
12 Youth or Young adult ministry 

 13 None of these [PROGRAMMER: EXCLUSIVE RESPONSE] 
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--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
58. NOT ASKED  
 
PARISHVIEWS. Parish ministry 
58-1. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with the following statements. 
 
 1 Agree 
 0 Disagree 
 

[DISPLAY A-O IN RANDOM ORDER, THEN DISPLAY P, THEN DISPLAY Q-R AS 
APPROPRIATE] 

 
A. Women have important decision-making roles in my parish 
B. My parish has formal or structured ways to regularly gather input from parishioners about their 
needs and concerns (e.g., surveys, focus groups, listening sessions) 
C. In my parish, there are decisions about parish life that are made primarily by lay leaders 
without requiring my final approval 
D. In the past year, I have changed a parish practice or decision based on lay input 
E. My parish has a pastoral council or similar body that plays an important role in decision-
making 
F. My parish provides training or support to help lay people take an active role in the Church’s 
mission beyond the parish (e.g., evangelization, outreach, service) 
G. I intentionally seek out the voices of those who are less involved in parish life to understand 
their needs/concerns 
H. I have changed my approach to leadership in response to Pope Francis’s call for a synodal 
Church 
I. Before making significant decisions in my parish, I always involve parishioners in prayer and 
reflection 
J. The teachings of the Pope are relevant for my pastoral priorities 
K. My parish currently offers the Traditional Latin Mass (TLM) 
L. I spend too much time on administrative work that impedes my ministry 
M. I have preached about abortion in my homilies within the past year 
N. I have preached about immigration in my homilies within the past year 
O. I have given a blessing to a same-sex couple in a pastoral setting 
P. My parish participated in the Synod on Synodality  
Q.[DISPLAY IF Q58_1P=1] The synod process led to helpful changes in our parish 
R.[DISPLAY IF Q58_1P=1] Our synod process actively sought the voices of people affected by 
Church crises (e.g., survivors of abuse, those who feel excluded from the Church) 
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--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
59. NOT ASKED  
60. NOT ASKED  
61. NOT ASKED  
62. NOT ASKED  
 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
DEMOGRAPHICS AND GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
The last few questions are about your personal background.  The responses will only be used to 
analyze how groups of priests with similar characteristics answer questions compared with 
groups of priests with different characteristics.   
 
63. NOT ASKED   
64. NOT ASKED  
65. NOT ASKED  
66. NOT ASKED  
67. NOT ASKED  
68. NOT ASKED  
69. NOT ASKED  
70. NOT ASKED  
71. NOT ASKED  
72. NOT ASKED  
 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
TVIEWS. Theological views 
73. Would you describe your views on most matters having to do with theology and doctrines 

as?  
 
 PROGRAMMER: IF FORM=1, DISPLAY 1-5 IN ORDER; IF FORM=2, 

DISPLAY 5-1 IN ORDER 
 

1 Very progressive 
2 Somewhat progressive 
3 Middle-of-the-road 
4 Conservative/orthodox 
5 Very conservative/orthodox 
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PVIEWS. Political views 
74. Would you describe your views on most matters having to do with political issues as?  

 
 PROGRAMMER: IF FORM=1, DISPLAY 1-5 IN ORDER; IF FORM=2, 

DISPLAY 5-1 IN ORDER 
 
1 Very liberal 
2 Somewhat liberal 
3 Moderate 
4 Conservative 
5 Very conservative 

 
PCONCERN. Concerns about political administration. 
75. To what extent are you concerned about the policies of the current political administration in the 

U.S.? 
 

1 Not at all concerned 
2 Slightly concerned 
3 Moderately concerned 
4 Very concerned 
5 Extremely concerned 

 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
FORMATION. Continuing formation 
76,  What kind of ongoing formation opportunities are you interested in?  

 
(Select all that apply) 

1 Formal education (higher degree studies) 
2 Priest convocations / retreats 
3 Priest fellowship/fraternity groups 
4 Leadership training (e.g., conflict management, team building) 
5 Business and administrative training (e.g., finance, accounting, parish management) 
6 Mental health and well-being training (e.g., burnout prevention, pastoral care for mental health 
issues) 
7 Spiritual formation (e.g. spiritual direction training, deepening prayer life) 
8 Doctrinal and theological continuing education (e.g., Church teaching, moral theology, 
bioethics, scripture study) 
9 Intercultural ministry training (e.g., Hispanic ministry, ecumenical/interfaith training) 
10 I do not feel the need for continuing formation at this time [PROGRAMMER: EXCLUSIVE 
RESPONSE]. 
11 Other (please specify): [INSERT TEXT BOX] 

--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------  
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FINALQ. Open-ended question. 
 
77. Is there anything else you would like to share with us? Anything else you wish we had asked?  
 
 INSERT TEXT BOX 
 
--------------------INSERT PAGE BREAK------------------------------ 
 
 
Thank you for your participation.  
 


